WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

United Socialist Youth, Friends of Soviet Russia, and
many other organisations which spoke to us by Russian
orders about the Sovietic Paradise; and lastly, when in
the cinema, instead of arousing patriotic feeling, they
made bare-faced Communist propaganda with films like
"The Sailors of Cronstadt" and "The Party Ticket"; and
when all this was done with the approval of the Re-
publican Government, it became practically impossible to
arouse any sort of civic sentiment of a patriotic kind.

From this it can be understood that the work done in
Spain herself by the Department of Propaganda, was
unproductive, but that done abroad was absolutely
hopeless. Whilst the enemy was doing everything he could
to strengthen and perfect his propagandist apparatus, in
our zone it was not possible to organise even the cinemato-
graphy of War. That is why documentary films appeared
in cinemas abroad which gave the impression that the
Nationalist Army was perfectly disciplined, equipped and
instructed, while so far as the People's Army was con-
cerned the few documentaries shown abroad had been got
together by Nationalist agents who were working in our
zone, or by foreigners who were sympathetic to them
and who took advantage of our good faith and abused
our hospitality to make films which emphasised all the
defects of our forces and showed none of their splendid
qualities.

The Communist Party made a few documentaries
which served to advertise abroad people whom I can only
describe as gangsters, with the inevitable consequence
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